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Friendly tennis since 
1977 

                   THE PLACE FOR TENNIS IN VENICE 

President’s Corner 

“Topspin:  What Took You So Long?” 

Jim Flynn, Courtside President 

 

To say that tennis is an ancient game is to understate the 
case.  Many historians believe that it dates back to the 12th 
century when monks in monastic cloisters in northern 
France struck a ball with the palms of their hands and later 
with gloves.  As time went on, the sport evolved into one in 
which paddles and racquets were used to strike the ball. 

 

The sport was largely dominated by people of privilege until 
1968 when the Grand Slam Tournaments allowed amateurs 
to compete with professionals.  The “Open Era” of tennis 
began at that point and the popularity of the game escalated 
dramatically.  Around the same time, a phenomenon known 
at “hitting with topspin” came along. 

 

It is not an overstatement to say that “Topspin Revolution-
ized the Sport of Tennis!”  Along with grip changes to allow 
players to brush up over the ball on ground strokes it signifi-
cantly changed the game. 

 

Players could hit the ball much harder and still keep it in the 
court because of the topspin on the ball. 

 

Which brings me to a question for which I have no good an-
swer.  Knowing what experts in science and sports have 
known about the “laws of physics”, why did it take centuries 
for the sport to embrace topspin as a viable technique?  
When I broach the subject with friends, the standard re-
sponse that I receive is that changes and improvements in 
racquet construction and hitting surface enables players to 
hit with topspin.  While I am willing to concede that this may 
be partially true, I AM NOT BUYING IT AS THE ANSWER!  
If they had been trained differently, I believe that players like 
Jack Kramer, Pancho Gonzales, Roy Emerson, and Ken 
Rosewall among others could have hit with topspin effective-
ly even with those old wooden racquets that they used. 

 

I would appreciate hearing the opinions of others in the 
Courtside Community on this matter.  Please feel encour-

aged to share your opinions with me via email at: 
jflynn@velocity.net 

 

Thanks for reading and enjoy the summer. 

 

Dear Courtside Family Members, 

Courtside has been in existence for nearly 45 

years and in that time many good tennis players 

have played on our courts.  There is one player 

who I’d like to single out for her recent outstanding 

achievement.  I would like to congratulate Nicole 

Cierniak, Ula’s daughter, for winning the Girl’s 

High School Tennis Player of the Year Award for 

Sarasota, Manatee and Charlotte area high 

schools.  Nicole was a Sophomore at VHS this 

past school year and one of only four athletes 

from Venice High school to bring home an athletic 

award.  This past tennis season, Nicole, helped 

the Venice High School Girl’s Tennis Team win a 

District Title and she advanced to the regional fi-

nals in both singles and in doubles. 

Ula has worked hard with Nicole on her tennis 

game so it’s nice to see some of that hard work 

payoff.  Many of you have seen Nicole hitting at 

Courtside with Ula, or on the ball machine, or oc-

casionally in our JR tennis program.  We are lucky 

to have such a successful local high school tennis 

team and wish Nicole and the rest of the team luck 

in the coming tennis season.  Congratulations 

again, Nicole, on the award and for being the 

Girl’s High School Tennis Player of the Year. 

mailto:jflynn@velocity.net
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“Quote of the Month” 

Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly  

and in a calm spirit. 

  

Welcome to the world of the Belly Whistling Tree ducks. 

Here at Courtside we are lucky enough to enjoy the wild native whis-

tling ducks.  These ducks need empty cavities in trees in which to 

lay their eggs and with the continued growth of more subdivisions 

old cavity trees are becoming harder and harder to find.  So wel-

come to the addition of 6 wood duck boxes specifically designed to 

assist the ducks in the hopes of raising a family. 

Courtside has the perfect location for putting up wood duck boxes.  

With few predators in the area the irrigation pond is ideal for the 

ducks and the little ones.  Everything will eat little ducks including 

fish, turtles, alligators and birds.  Courtside allowed me the oppor-

tunity to put up 2 boxes last year and with those boxes Courtside 

raised 3 families of ducks last year.  Being the nature lover I am, I 

went back to the Board to get permission to put up 4 more boxes for 

this year.  I got permission and now there are a total of 6 boxes up 

by the Courtside pond just for your enjoyment to watch and enjoy 

nature at its finest hour. 

At the present time we have had 2 successful nests of little ones 

jumping out and currently we have 3 other nests on the way. 

I want to thank Courtside for allowing me the opportunity to assist 

wildlife in this way.  You all should be proud of the thought that in 

this sidewalk world, that you are taking the time out to assist wildlife. 

Article by Jim Hester and this picture was taken by Roland Ontog. 

 



 

 

 

Courtside 

Member! 

For your structural engineering needs, please consider: 

Thanks to all who advertise with us.  We appreciate your business. 

 

Monica Walker, MD     

Dermatology 

Seeing new and established patients 

941-486-1404 

New office location 

897 East Venice Ave,  Venice   34285 



 

 

              Dates to Remember  

Mark your calendar!! 
 

July 4th 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 

 

   

           
            

COURT RESERVATION SCHEDULE 
(for courts 1, 2, 3, 7,8, & 9  at either 8:00 am., 9:30 am., or 11:00 am) 

CALL ON         TO PLAY ON THE FOLLOWING: 

Monday          Monday 

Tuesday         Tuesday 

Wednesday         Wednesday 

Thursday         Thursday 

Friday          Friday 

Saturday         Saturday 

If the office is scheduled to close on any of the “Call On” days, you may call the day before.  For example, if Monday is a holiday then you 

may call on Saturday to reserve for Monday,  

Sunday (Office is Closed) 

*Court 4 is reserved for lessons. 

*During League Play ladies and men will use designated courts as assigned by the Director of Tennis. 

 

 Summer Junior Tennis Program 

Starting June 29th, 2021 

 

Tuesday & Thursday        Ages:  8 & up          $15.00 per session per child 
        11:00-12:30 
Sign up sheets are in the office or please call 941-485-2000 for more infor-

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday—Ladies Clinic with Ula 9:00—10:00 
 
Wednesday—Ladies Early Bird Clinic with Matt-8:00-9:00 
 
Wednesday—Men’s Weekly Clinic with Matt-9:00-10:00 
 
 
 
Call the office and reserve a spot. 
 

$10.00 members—$15.00 non-members 


