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1977 

                   THE PLACE FOR TENNIS IN VENICE 

As many of you know Courtside has been working on many improve-
ment projects while the club has been locked down due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.  One of the projects was the removing of the outdated 
and dangerous lights and poles that we had on the tennis courts.  We 
had an Electric company come to do the work; however, this project 
presented some challenges but also some mini-drama. 
 
Bob’s Electric company arrived on Tuesday April 21, 2020 and cut and 
removed the lights from the poles.  The next day Wednesday April 22, 
2020 they downed the poles, but left them laying on the courts or just 
outside the courts, so they could be cut up into manageable pieces and 
removed later. 
 
Late afternoon, on Wednesday, I heard what sounded like birds chirp-
ing coming from one of the poles laying on court #8.  The next morn-
ing, I again heard the chirping, so Leon and I did some investigating 
and discovered that a bird had a nest inside the pole.  Leon said he 
saw a bird frequently coming back to the pole, so we thought the moth-
er was still trying to care for her babies.  I went inside the Clubhouse 
and asked Sue, if she would call a wildlife rescue or bird rescue to see 
if they could send someone out.  The electric company was starting to 
cut up and remove the downed poles, so we felt like we were running 
out of time. 
 
Sue called a couple of places and finally spoke to someone at the Ven-
ice Wildlife Center, who said that they would send out a volunteer, later 
in the day, to take a look.  I asked Spencer, from Bob’s Electric, if he 
could work on all the other poles first, which he graciously did but by 
midafternoon he had cut up all  the poles, except the one with the nest.  
Spencer took a break from working to get some water and to buy us a 
little more time. 
 
About ten minutes later, we were relieved when Abby from the Venice 
Wildlife Center showed up.  She first tried to see if there was a near by 
tree where she could relocate the nest, but unfortunately that was not 
possible.  She then said that she was going to have to take the babies 
with her.  When we saw the mother bird return to the pole several 
times Abby identified it as a Tufted Titmouse, which is a small indige-
nous songbird to North America.   
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Corner 

“Welcome Back” 
           by Jim Flynn 

 
At its April 27th meeting, the Courtside Board of Directors voted in 
favor of a “limited reopening” of the club as of May 1st.  This fol-
lows a shutdown in effect since early April due to the Coronavirus 
Pandemic. 
 
The reopening carries with it a series of policies and procedures of 
which members have been informed via email.  These are also 
posted for members to review while at the club. 
 
The Board made the decision to reopen the club based upon mod-
est directional flattening of the Coronavirus Curve and a leveling 
off of infections in our geographic area.  Another Board Meeting on 
May 15th will involve an analysis of how well the new procedures 
are working and whether other measures are required. 
 
We are happy to have our members back to playing tennis again!  
However, please be careful and adhere to established social dis-
tancing guidelines.  Thanks in advance for your cooperation. 

Sam Vendemia, who was here overseeing the electric  project, and 

Leon tracked down a small box with some tissue in it for Abby to 

put the babies in.  As Leon and I tipped the pole, Abby was able to 

reach her hand in and after several attempts, she was able to res-

cue three baby birds.  I asked her if she thought they would survive 

and she thought that they were almost ready to leave the nest on 

their own, so she thought they would be just fine.  I would like to 

say thank you to Sue, Leon, Sam V., Abby (Venice Wildlife Res-

cue), and Spencer (Bob’s Electric) for going out of their way and 

helping. 

I know that this mini-drama wit h the baby birds pales in comparison 

with what is happening in the world with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

But I will say that in this time of uncertainty with so many people 

dying, it felt good to not feel hopeless.  It felt good to feel like we 

could band together and do something to help in any little way pos-

sible. 

Matt Liverman 

Tennis Director/Head Tennis Professional 



 

 

              Dates to Remember  

Friday May 1st—courts playable 

Friday May 15th—Board Meeting 

Mark your calendar!! 
 
 

                    
 

       Courtside 
        Board of Directors 

 
 

Jim Flynn—President                       Sandy Allen-Director 
Sam Vendemia—Vice President     Karen Scott-Director 
Tom Lanigan-Secretary                    Janet LeBlanc-Director 
Mitchell Betty-Treasurer                             
 
  

 

 

 

 
No new members 

BUT 

We love the members we 
have!!! 

 

“Quote of the Month” 

You have power over your mind-not outside events.   

Realize this, and you will find strength. 

Marcus Aurelius 

  

 

May Birthdays 

Al Guaspari  8 

Rick LaClare  12 

Vicki Rudnitsky  13 

Larry LeBlanc  13 

Maria Pixley  19 

Laurie Mooney  25 

John Koziol  29 



 

 

 

Courtside 

Member! 

For your structural engineering needs, please consider: 

 

MOODY AGENCY INC. 

941-493-1583 

Independent Insurance Agents 

                   Since 1959 

Thanks to all who advertise with us.  We appreciate your business. 



 

 

 

TEMPORARY COURT RESERVATION SCHEDULE FOR ONLY 1 HOUR PLAY 

(for courts 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 during hours 8:00 am to 3:00 pm) 

CALL ON         TO PLAY ON THE FOLLOWING: 

Monday          Tuesday 

Tuesday         Wednesday 

Wednesday         Thursday 

Thursday         Friday 

Friday          Saturday 

Saturday         Monday 

If the office is scheduled to close on any of the “Call On” days, you may call the day before.  For example, if Monday is a holiday then you 

may call on Saturday to reserve for Monday,  

Sunday (Office is Closed) 

*Court 4 is reserved for lessons. 

*During League Play ladies and men will use designated courts as assigned by the Director of Tennis. 

LOST & FOUND—NEW LOCATION 

Our Lost & Found has moved and is now located 

in our Conference Room on a corner shelve to the 

left as you enter. 

Thank you 

Courtside Staff 

 

Venice High School Discount Cards 

In support of the Venice High School tennis 

team, the community discount cards are again 

available in the office.  The cards are $20.00 

each and are good through June of 2020. 

Pick one up to support the team and enjoy the 

benefits!! 


