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                   THE PLACE FOR TENNIS IN VENICE 

Tennis is a great game that you can play for a lifetime but like most 
things, it is constantly evolving.  Technology has certainly changed 
the game, the skill and dedication of the players has changed the 
game, and along with those changes the terminology used in the 
game has also changed.  If you watch tennis on television the com-
mentator’s use different words and phrase to describe the game then 
they did ten or more years ago. 
 
In order to help you watch tennis now days with an ‘educated’ eye & 
ear, I thought I’d list some of the newer terminology and define what 
they mean. 
 
Unit Turn:  This is the phrase now used to describe turning the 
shoulders to take the racket back.  In the old days the racket was 
taken back with the arm, now turning your core (unit) is preferred in 
order to prepare the racket. 
 
Clean:  Or sometimes referred to as ‘Hitting Clean’ is the same as 
hitting the ball in the sweet spot, clean refers to striking the ball in the 
center of the string bed and not near the edge of the frame.  You 
won’t hear commentators use the term ‘sweet spot’ anymore, but 
you will hear the term ‘hitting clean’. 
 
Rally Tolerance:  This is the new term for being consistent.  The 
commentators will not use the term ‘consistent’ or ‘consistency’ in-
stead they’ll say “she has good rally tolerance” or “to win today he 
needs to be rally tolerant”. 
 
Margin:  This is short for ‘margin of error’ and it’s used in a couple of 
ways.  Commentators might be referring to a player who hits high 
over the net, so hitting with margin based on height, but most of the 
time when they talk about ‘hitting with margin’ they are referring to 
aiming winners well inside the sidelines or baseline.  Hitting with 
margin means to hit well within the lines, so if you miss your target 
you still hit the ball in the court. 
 
 

President’s Corner 

What another great month at Courtside even though the weather 

hasn’t always cooperated. 

Our Annual Work Day is scheduled for Saturday, February 8th 

starting around 8:00 a.m.  We have several sign-up sheets on the 

porch, with 4 categories to choose from.  Lunch will be provided.  

We are looking forward to a good turn out! 

It’s getting time to vote for the new Board members. The mailing of 

the ballots  will  be going out soon to all the full-time members.  

The new Board members will be announced Saturday March 7th, at 

the Annual Meeting. 

Len 

  

Tweener:  A tweener is a fairly new shot in tennis that never 

use to have a name, but as it gained in popularity the term 

‘tweener’ became the ‘official name’.  A tweener is a shot hit 

between the legs, (‘tweener’ is short for the word ‘between’).  

The tweener first became popular as a way to run directly at a 

lob and still hit an offensive shot (rather than just a defensive 

lob).  Now tweeners are also hit while the player is facing the 

net, and often times as the player is advancing forward or hold-

ing their ground and not just as they are retreating. 

Over Cooking It:  This is a term that commentators often use 

to describe when a player hits the ball too hard and the ball 

goes out.  Tennis today is a power-based game, where many 

players go big on every shot, and they don’t finesse the ball 

enough.  If the player doesn’t hit with margin and goes too big, 

they over hit and the commentators will say “she overcooked it”. 

I am sure there are more terms and phrases that I should de-

fine, but I hope you find this helpful.  Now you can better under-

stand what the commentators are talking about when watching 

a match. 

Matt Liverman 

Tennis Director/Head Tennis Pro 



 

 

              Dates to Remember  

Mark your calendar!! 
 

February 8th—Work Day 
 

February 10th—Board Meeting @ 11:30 
 

March 7th—Annual Meeting, Round Robin & 
Catered Lunch 

 

       Courtside 
        Board of Directors 

 
 

Len Alpaugh—President         Sandy Allen-Director 
Sam Vendemia—Vice President     Karen Scott-Director 
Marla Steiner-Secretary                             
 
  

 
 

 

 

 
Mary Lou Callahan 

Connie Gould 

Paul Kancylarz 

 

“Quote of the Month” 

“Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with 

their own hearts.” 

Albert Einstein 

  

 

February Birthdays 

Joan Feldmeier  1 

Brenda Galbo  1 

Crystal Allan  3 

Fabienne Perry  6 

Martin Rosenberg  10 

Kathy McLaughlin  17 

Pat Kormondy  27 

Teresa Toole  28 

SAVE THE DATE 

MARCH 7th 

Round Robin @ 9:00 am, followed by a catered lunch provided by 

the club. 

Annual Meeting @ 12:00 

ALL FULL TIME & PART-TIME MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND  



 

 

 

Courtside 

Member! 

For your structural engineering needs, please consider: 

 

MOODY AGENCY INC. 

941-493-1583 

Independent Insurance Agents 

                   Since 1959 

Thanks to all who advertise with us.  We appreciate your business. 



 

 

 

COURT RESERVATION SCHEDULE 

(for courts 7, 8 & 9 at either 8:00 am, 9:30 am., or 11:00 am) 

CALL ON         TO PLAY ON THE FOLLOWING: 

Monday          Monday 

Tuesday         Tuesday 

Wednesday         Wednesday 

Thursday         Thursday 

Friday          Friday 

Saturday         Saturday 

If the office is scheduled to close on any of the “Call On” days, you may call the day before.  For example, if Monday is a holiday then you 

may call on Saturday to reserve for Monday,  

Sunday (Office is Closed) 

*Court 4 is reserved for lessons. 

*During League Play ladies and men will use designated courts as assigned by the Director of Tennis. 

LOST & FOUND—NEW LOCATION 

Our Lost & Found has moved and is now located 

in our Conference Room on a corner shelve to the 

left as you enter. 

Thank you 

Courtside Staff 

 

Venice High School Discount Cards 

In support of the Venice High School tennis 

team, the community discount cards are again 

available in the office.  The cards are $20.00 

each and are good through June of 2020. 

Pick one up to support the team and enjoy the 

benefits!! 


